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Helen Montgomery Meehan, who resides in Donegal, Ireland, has been an active member of Clan
Montgomery Society for a number of years, being the representative for Ireland on behalf of the
organization. During that time she has submitted a number of articles that detail her large
knowledge both of Donegal (for which she was Chairperson of the Donegal Historical Society)
and her own family history of Montgomerys.

Mrs Meehan is also the author of the book “Inver Parish in History”.

This small book is a re-print of her informative articles between years 1996 and 2007 published
in the “‘Gardien” and also the “Donegal Annual”. As editor of the newsletter “Gardien”, it has
been my pleasure to go back and read these articles from older issues of the publication and to
work with Clan Montgomery to continue providing this information to the hands of our
members. We are currently working to digitize these articles to become a ready reference piece
for our genealogical website.

I had the great pleasure to meet Mrs Meehan in the summer of 2010, and continue to learn
from her about the Montgomery family.

Keith R Montgomery, Editor “Gardien” for Clan Montgomery Society International

Summer 2010 Keith R Montgonery visits
with Helen Montgomery Meehan in Ireland
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A Visit to Beaulieu House

By
Helen Montgomery Meehan

The Irish Genealogical Society visited Beaulieu House on their annual outing in 2003, and I
joined them on this visit to one of the principal Montgomery houses in Ireland.

Beaulieu House, in County Louth, is situated on the banks of the river Boyne—three miles from
Drogheda. The house, which was probably designed by a Dutch architect, is described in
“Burke’s Guide to Country Houses” as “The finest and best preserved house of the second half
of the 17th century in Ireland; and one of the first country houses to be built in Ireland without
any fortification.”

Owners of Beaulieu

The family name had changed from Tichbourne to Aston and then to Tipping by the mid 18th
century. The two daughters and co-heiresses of Thomas Tipping married two sons of Alexander
Montgomery M.P. of Ballyleck, and thus the property came into the Montgomery family.

This Montgomery family was descended from Alexander the Poet (see articles in CMSI issues in
2000 on that family — “John Montgomery of Croghan and his Descendants” and “The Montgom-
ery’s of Ballyleck and Convoy”.) Colonel John Montgomery of Ballyleck married Salisbury, the
elder Tipping daughter, but they had no family.

The younger Tipping daughter, Sophia Mabella, married Reverend Robert Montgomery the Rec-
tor of Monaghan, and the Montgomery’s of Beaulieu are his descendants. There is a memorial to
Rev. Robert on the church built on the Beaulieu property. We visited the church during the tour
and saw the Montgomery graves in the adjoining churchyard.

There are portraits in Beaulieu of the Tichbourne, Robin-
son, Tipping and Aston families as well as the royal por-
traits of James 2nd and King William of Orange and his
wife Queen Mary. But to me the most interesting portraits
were the Montgomery portraits.

There are portraits there of the “founding fathers” of the
Beaulieu family. Colonel Alexander Montgomery MP of
Bellyleck, who firstly married Catherine, the daughter and
heiress of Col. Hugh Montgomery Willoughby of Carron,
Co. Fermanagh. There are also portraits of the following
generations including Rev. Robert and his son the Rever-
end Alexander Montgomery.

I found the oldest portraits to be the most interesting. These include two sons of Col. Alexander
Montgomery M.P and his wife Mary Cole of Ballyleck. The older Thomas was disinherited by his
father for marrying without consent—in his will he referred to Thomas as “my son undutiful and

(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 9) Montgomery’s of Fermanagh
who married Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Gordon of Feltrim Dublin.

Hugh (4) was born in 1739, married Mary the daughter of Archibald Acheson, 1% Viscount, Gos-
ford, Co Armagh in 1788. They lived at Castle Hume near Enniskillen, which he rented from the
Earl of Ely, and had a son also called Hugh (5), born in 1789, married Maria Delores Plink, and
started the Montgomery’s of Blessingbourne, Fivemiletown, Co Tyrone. The last Montgomery of
this line was Captain Peter Montgomery, who died unmarried in the 1980’s. His nephew Captain
Peter Lowry and family now occupy the house at Blessingbourne. This was the last of that grand
line of Montgomery’s, as the main line of the family was now called Archdale. Castle Archdale
was occupied by the military during the 2" world war, and the last Archdale to live there was a
descendant called Dennis who came back from New Zealand in the 1960’s. Whether it was be-
yond repair or too expensive to maintain I don’t know, but he had the old Castle demolished and
later sold the estate, before going to live in England. Castle Archdale is presently a caravan park
and marina on the shore of Lough Erne.

(Continued from page 10)
A Visit to Beaulieu House

Disobedient” and willed him “one shilling and no more”.

The most famous Montgomery whose portrait hangs there is undoubtedly Thomas’ son, General
Richard Montgomery, who fought for the American army and was killed at the Battle of Quebec
on New Year’s Eve 1775. The portrait was painted after his death, and his sister Lady Ranelagh
sat for the portrait.

(General Richard’s life story has been published in the CMSI magazine by Helen Montgomery

Meehan. The article was “General Richard Montgomery of
Quebec” in Vol. 20, No 1 2002.)

At left is the churchyard at Beaulieu House. The opening times
are as follows: 11 am-5 pm Monday through Friday, May until
the end of September. Weekends are veserved for coach tours and
groups. A tour of Beaulieu House would make an excellent stop
for any Montgomery touring Ireland.

(Continued from page 15) DNA Testing as a Genealogy Tool

Another result of this testing is the determination of your ethnic origin, or haplotype. If you want to know
more about DNA testing, there are a number of websites that you can visit, including http://
www.familytreeDNA.com/. There is also an article on the subject at Section A, page 8 of the February-
March issue of The Family Tree newsletter.

Ed. Note: In the next issue of the News Magazine, John will discuss the results of his own DNA testing.






















